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A VERy 
Civilised Game

Linda Mellor 
takes a trip to 
Teasses Estate 
in Fife for a spot 
of game shooting 
with a very 
warm welcome

I am on my way to Teasses shooting estate 

situated in the Kingdom of Fife, less than 

an hour’s drive from Edinburgh airport. The 

estate is set in the rolling hills near Cupar and 

is a popular venue for driven pheasant, partridge 

and duck shooting.

Turning off the tree-lined road into Teasses, 

I begin to appreciate the secluded location of 

this remarkable Scottish estate.  Driving up the 

track, the landscape opens up to a panoramic 

vista of distant Perthshire hills. Schiehallion’s 

distinguishing conical peak means it stands 

out amongst the other mountains, instantly 

recognisable.

As I drive along the single track, a few 

pheasants linger, surveying me through blinking 

eyes, while others dart into the woods. Further 

into the estate, the land opens up to gentle 

rolling hills beyond the welcoming buildings of 

the bothy and shooting lodge.

In the bothy, three labradors are sleeping 

on the mat next to the pot bellied stove. 

Head gamekeeper Kenny Horne calls his 

team together to deliver his plan of action 

(affectionately known as his sermon) for 

today’s shooting. Reading from his notebook, 

Kenny says: “We’re going to start at the Bomb 

Hole, moving on to Hairies Hole, followed by 

Bankhead and then lunch.” The team splits 

into beaters and pickers-up and they head to 

the vehicles to collect their dogs and get in 

position for the start of the first drive.

Teasses has a total of 28 drives over 1,000 

acres, all offering a wide array of shooting 

challenges. The shooting estate was created 

from a blank canvas in 1996 by Sir Fraser 

Morrison. With Kenny’s help the entire estate 

was redesigned and shaped with roads, trees, 

fences and water to create a varied and 

challenging shooting landscape. The team 

consists of head keeper Kenny Horne, under-

keeper Johnny Readhead, Kenny’s two sons, 

Rhuaridh and Jamie, and a team of eight 

beaters and pickers-up.

The guests arrive just after 9 o’clock to a 

warm welcome. After some coffee, Kenny gives 

a safety briefing and draws the peg numbers.

Then it’s into the vehicles for a short 

journey to the first drive of the day. We park up 

at the side of the track as Kenny calls out the 

peg numbers. Pickers-up Ian and Steven walk 

their dogs over to positions behind the guns so 

they have a clear view to send their dogs out to 

retrieve any injured game.

It is eerily silent and the anticipation of 

waiting for the birds is very exciting. Looking 

over to the trees of the Bomb Hole (created 

by a bomb in World War II) there is a flurry of 

activity. Suddenly, a woodpigeon flies over the 

guns, one of the guests takes aim and someone 

calls out “Great shot!” as it drops out of the sky.

The beaters drive the pheasants towards 

the guns and the birds are coming in high 

“It is eerily 
silent and the 
anticipation 
of waiting for 
the birds is 
very exciting”

www.countrysportscotland.com

and fast on the wind. The birds fly over the 

eight guns, giving everyone their fair share of 

shooting.  Someone shouts “Partridge!” but the 

bird flies on past the guns despite a few taking 

aim in vain. Someone makes a quip about 

partridge conservation and we all laugh.

The sound of the horn signals the end of 

the first drive and Ian and Steven set their dogs 

to work retrieving the birds before hanging 

them in the game cart.

We get back in the vehicles and head to 

Hairies Hole – hairies’ is an old Scottish word 

for ghost. On the way, everyone is animated 

and laughing as we recount the hits and misses 

from the first drive. 

We walk down the hill and over a stile 

to the pegs for Hairies Hole. As the guns are 

settling into position, two roe deer appear 

in the field and run between the pegs, jump 

the fence and vanish. A distant beater shouts 

“Over!” and the birds appear high overhead. 

The birds come over steadily and the guns are 
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shouting congratulations between each other 

for good shooting. It’s a fast drive, and with lots 

of sporting birds all the guns are kept busy. 

As we walk back up the hill to the vehicles, 

I chat with Mathieu, a 23 year old economics 

student from Amsterdam. He is enjoying his 

fi rst trip to Scotland; his father surprised him 

with a shooting trip to Teasses. “Waiting for 

the birds to fl y over was very exciting. In a 

split second you had to aim and shoot – it was 

pure adrenaline. And I shot my fi rst pheasant!” 

he enthused. 

As we get to the top of the hill, there’s a 

wonderful smell wafting over to us. Our host, 

Paul, is serving tasty pork sausages, mugs of 

consommé and raspberry gin from the back of 

his vintage Rolls Royce.

After this very civilised elevenses, we head 

“Paul is serving tasty pork sausages, mugs 
of consommé and raspberry gin from the 

back of his vintage Rolls Royce.”

to Bankhead for the fi nal drive before lunch. 

Kenny asks everyone to keep their voices down 

and the dogs close, so we don’t spook the 

birds. As everyone waits quietly, we can hear 

the beaters in the distance driving the birds 

forward to the trees on the ridge in front of us. 

At fi rst the pheasants come over in ones and 

twos, then in greater numbers. The guests are 

stretched up with their gun barrels vertical. 

Their shooting style looks very relaxed as the 

tackle the sporting birds.

Back in the bothy for lunch, the stove is 

blasting out the heat as we all settle down at 

the two large tables, guest guns at one table 

and the rest of us at the other. The bothy 

buzzes with chatter and laughter about the 

morning’s shooting. Alex’s famous Scotch 

broth (traditional thick Scottish soup made 
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Book your own day’s driven 
game shooting
Linda was shooting at Teasses shooting 

estate, close to Cupar in the Kingdom of Fife.

Scotland offers countless opportunities for 

driven game shooting, either as an individual 

gun or as a travelling team of 8-9 guns.

To book shooting at Teasses, featured here, 

contact Kenneth Horne on + 44 (0)1334 

840580 or visit the website: www.teasses.com

For other driven shooting opportunities, see 

our list of sporting agents on pages 84-91.

Factfi le : 
The mainstays of driven shooting are reared 

and released pheasants and partridges. The 

season starts on 1 September (partridges) 

and ends on 1 February.

with meat, barley and vegetables) is served 

by Johnny and Peter and followed by a main 

course of local venison stew, accompanied by 

crusty French bread.

It is just before two o’clock as we leave the 

bothy and follow Kenny’s Land Rover to the 

Quarry drive. Turning into the fi eld, the mud is 

deep and sticky and everyone takes it steady 

as we make our way along the headland at the 

edge of the stubble.

The guns spread out across two stubble 

fi elds in a half moon shape. The birds appear 

by the old quarry, climbing higher and higher 

before reaching the line of guns. The guests 

cheer one another on as lots of birds fall out 

of the sky. The pickers-up’s dogs are kept very 

busy running back and forth retrieving the shot 

birds, and game bags overfl ow as all the birds 

are brought in.

We head to the Keystone and I know from 

experience that this is always a thrilling drive 

to end on. Kenny and his team work closely to 

ensure the drive runs like clockwork. 

Suddenly, the sky is full of birds. Pheasants, 

partridges and ducks are driven over the line of 

guns and the air is fi lled with all three species 

at once. Everyone is shooting as the birds keep 

on coming. The Keystone certainly lived up to 

its reputation; it was such an exhilarating drive 

that one thrilled guest shouts out: “Let’s do it 

all again!”

On the drive back to the bothy everyone 

is taking a guess at today’s bag. The guests’ 

guns are gathered in and cleaned, which is a 

complimentary service offered by the Teasses 

team. Kenny announces that today’s bag is a 

healthy 210. 

Mathieu said, “It’s my fi rst time in Scotland 

and I’m defi nitely coming back. What with the 

lovely Scottish people, the scenery, the food 

and drinking homemade gin in a fi eld from 

the back of a Rolls Royce – it has been an 

unforgettable day.”

“Well done everyone, it’s been a braw 

day!” says Kenny.

It’s a shame the shoot has ended and I 

have to say goodbye to everyone, it’s been 

a thoroughly action-packed day of good 

shooting, interesting company and lots of 

laughter. I can’t wait to go back. ■

Linda Mellor Photography specialises in shoot 

days, portraits, PR, news and features connected 

with fi eld sports, countryside events and activities.

For further information telephone Linda on 01337 

870432, mobile 07875 152072 or send an email to

Linda@lindamellorphotography.co.uk

Website: www.lindamellorphotography.co.uk

FACTFILE
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